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Passion for the Will of God

Obedience to God

Karen Watson

• Relief worker in Iraq

• “To obey was my objective, to 
suffer was expected, His glory my 
reward.”

To obey was my objective…

• Dedicated obedience

• Live with a passion for the 
will of God
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Genesis 22
1 Some time later God 
tested Abraham. He said to 
him, "Abraham!" 

"Here I am," he 
replied. 2 Then God said, 
"Take your son, your only 
son, Isaac, whom you love, 
and go to the region of 
Moriah. Sacrifice him there 
as a burnt offering on one 
of the mountains I will tell 
you about."

Genesis 22 cont.
3 Early the next morning Abraham 

got up and saddled his donkey. 
He took with him two of his 
servants and his son Isaac. When 
he had cut enough wood for the 
burnt offering, he set out for the 
place God had told him about. 4 
On the third day Abraham looked 
up and saw the place in the 
distance. 5 He said to his 
servants, "Stay here with the 
donkey while I and the boy go 
over there. We will worship and 
then we will come back to you."

Genesis 22 cont.
6 Abraham took the wood for the 
burnt offering and placed it on 
his son Isaac, and he himself 
carried the fire and the knife. As 
the two of them went on 
together, 7 Isaac spoke up and 
said to his father Abraham, 
"Father?" 

"Yes, my son?" Abraham 
replied. 

"The fire and wood are 
here," Isaac said, "but where is 
the lamb for the burnt offering?" 
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Genesis 22 cont.
8 Abraham answered, "God 

himself will provide the lamb 
for the burnt offering, my 
son." And the two of them 
went on together. 

9 When they reached the place 
God had told him about, 
Abraham built an altar there 
and arranged the wood on it. 
He bound his son Isaac and 
laid him on the altar, on top of 
the wood. 

Genesis 22 cont.
10 Then he reached out his hand 

and took the knife to slay his 
son. 11 But the angel of the 
LORD called out to him from 
heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" 

"Here I am," he replied. 
12 "Do not lay a hand on the boy," 

he said. "Do not do anything to 
him. Now I know that you fear 
God, because you have not 
withheld from me your son, your 
only son." 

Genesis 22 cont.
13 Abraham looked up and 

there in a thicket he saw a 
ram caught by its horns. He 
went over and took the ram 
and sacrificed it as a burnt 
offering instead of his son. 
14 So Abraham called that 
place The LORD Will 
Provide. And to this day it is 
said, "On the mountain of 
the LORD it will be 
provided." 
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Abraham & Isaac

• Abraham, 100yrs

• Moriah, three day journey.

• Ready to sacrifice

• Obedience!

Genesis 39
1 Now Joseph had been taken 

down to Egypt. Potiphar, an 
Egyptian who was one of 
Pharaoh's officials, the captain 
of the guard, bought him from 
the Ishmaelites who had taken 
him there. 2 The LORD was 
with Joseph and he prospered, 
and he lived in the house of 
his Egyptian master. 3 When 
his master saw that the LORD 
was with him and that the 
LORD gave him success in 
everything he did,

Genesis 39 cont.
4 Joseph found favor in his eyes 

and became his attendant. 
Potiphar put him in charge of 
his household, and he 
entrusted to his care everything 
he owned. 5 From the time he 
put him in charge of his 
household and of all that he 
owned, the LORD blessed the 
household of the Egyptian 
because of Joseph. The 
blessing of the LORD was on 
everything Potiphar had, both 
in the house and in the field.
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Genesis 39 cont.

6 So he left in Joseph's care 
everything he had; with 
Joseph in charge, he did 
not concern himself with 
anything except the food 
he ate. 

Now Joseph was well-
built and handsome, 7 and 
after a while his master's 
wife took notice of Joseph 
and said, "Come to bed 
with me!"

Genesis 39 cont.
8 But he refused. "With me in 

charge," he told her, "my 
master does not concern 
himself with anything in the 
house; everything he owns he 
has entrusted to my care. 9 No 
one is greater in this house 
than I am. My master has 
withheld nothing from me 
except you, because you are 
his wife. How then could I do 
such a wicked thing and sin 
against God?" 10 And though 
she spoke to Joseph day after 
day, he refused to go to bed 
with her or even be with her. 

Genesis 39 cont.

11 One day he went into 
the house to attend to 
his duties, and none of 
the household servants 
was inside. 12 She 
caught him by his cloak 
and said, "Come to bed 
with me!" But he left his 
cloak in her hand and 
ran out of the house. 
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Genesis 39 cont.
13 When she saw that he had 

left his cloak in her hand 
and had run out of the 
house, 14 she called her 
household servants. 
"Look," she said to them, 
"this Hebrew has been 
brought to us to make sport 
of us! He came in here to 
sleep with me, but I 
screamed. 15 When he 
heard me scream for help, 
he left his cloak beside me 
and ran out of the house."

Genesis 39 cont.

16 She kept his cloak beside 
her until his master came 
home. 17 Then she told him 
this story: "That Hebrew 
slave you brought us came 
to me to make sport of me. 
18 But as soon as I 
screamed for help, he left 
his cloak beside me and 
ran out of the house."

Joseph

• Obeying his God was more 
important than  his own pleasure
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Acts 4
• Peter & John in the temple courts

• Taken to the Sanhedrin

• Released after beaten

Matt 4

1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit 
into the desert to be tempted by 
the devil. 2After fasting forty days 
and forty nights, he was hungry. 
3The tempter came to him and 
said, "If you are the Son of 

God, tell these stones to
become bread."

Matt 4 cont.

4Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does 
not live on bread alone, but on every  

word that comes from the mouth of 
God. 5Then the devil took him to 
the holy city and had him 
stand on the highest point of
the temple.
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Matt 4 cont.
6"If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw 

yourself down. For it is written: 
" 'He will command his angels 

concerning you, and they will lift you 
up in their hands, so that you will not 
strike your foot against a stone. 
7Jesus answered him, "It is 
also written: 'Do not put the
Lord your God to the test.

Matt 4 cont.
• 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and 

showed him all the kingdoms
of the world and their splendor. 9"All this 

I will give you," he said, "if you will bow 
down and worship me." 
• 10Jesus said to him, "Away from me, 
• Satan! For it is written:
• 'Worship the Lord your God,
• and serve him only. 
• 11Then the devil left him, and 
• angels came and attended him.

Jesus tempted

• Quoted scripture, Then obeyed it.

• Matt 26- “Let this cup pass from
Me if it is your will.”

• He hung on the cross as 
Obedience.
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• Put yourself on that cross

• His last, final, and greatest 
way.

• What does it mean to 
obey.

Missionary Translator

• Obedience

• “All Ear”

• More than a child, 
Pleasure, even 
death

• “To obey was my objective, 
to suffer was expected, His 
glory my reward.”


