
1

Influential Scriptures
Robert Childers

Pleasant Valley Church of Christ
Summer Series

June 9, 2010

Philippians 3:7-11
7But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the 

sake of Christ. 8What is more, I consider everything a 
loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all 
things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 

9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law, but that which is through 
faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God 
and is by faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of 

his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11and so, 
somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

Philippians 3:13-14

13Brothers, I do not consider 
myself yet to have taken hold of it. 

But one thing I do: Forgetting 
what is behind and straining 

toward what is ahead, 14I press 
on toward the goal to win the 

prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus.
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NY Times

Every weekend during this fall marathon season, long 
after most runners have completed the 26.2-mile 

course — and very likely after many have showered, 
changed and headed for a meal — a group of 

stragglers crosses the finish line. 
Many of those slower runners, claiming that late is better 

than never, receive a finisher’s medal just like every 
other participant. Having traversed the same route as 

the fleeter-footed runners — perhaps in twice the 
amount of time — they get to call themselves 

marathoners.

Someone wrote that more 
than half of the people at a 
marathon are just “trying to 

get a shirt and medal ... 
looking to one day tell a 
story about the saga and 
the suffering of their 11 

minute pace ‘race.’ ”
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1 Corinthians 9:23-25

23I do all this for the sake of the gospel, 
that I may share in its blessings.  24Do 

you not know that in a race all the runners 
run, but only one gets the prize? Run in 

such a way as to get the prize.  
25Everyone who competes in the games 
goes into strict training. They do it to get a 
crown that will not last; but we do it to get 

a crown that will last forever.

1 Corinthians 9:26-27

26Therefore I do not run like a man 
running aimlessly; I do not fight 

like a man beating the air. 27No, I 
beat my body and make it my 

slave so that after I have preached 
to others, I myself will not be 

disqualified for the prize.

*The softball trophy

*It doesn’t matter how you 
started, it matters how you 

finish.
If you finish, you win!
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Wheaties Box

Hebrews 12:1-2
1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 

great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so 

easily entangles, and let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us. 2Let 

us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before 
him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and 
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

The author of Hebrews provides us 
with some helpful tips in these two 

verses:

1.  Remember who is around us.
“The Faith Hall of Fame”

of Hebrews 11
We are running our race in the 

coliseum of life

Remove what is on us.
Rely on what is in us.

Realize who is before us.
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Acts 20:24

However, I consider my life 
worth nothing to me, if only I 

may finish the race and 
complete the task the Lord 

Jesus has given me—the task 
of testifying to the gospel of 

God's grace. 

Philippians 2:14-16

14Do everything without complaining or 
arguing, 15so that you may become 
blameless and pure, children of God 

without fault in a crooked and depraved 
generation, in which you shine like stars in 
the universe 16as you hold out the word of 
life—in order that I may boast on the day 

of Christ that I did not run or labor for 
nothing. 

2 Timothy 4:7

I have fought the 
good fight, I have 
finished the race, I 
have kept the faith. 


